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Economic and Environmental History Group, Wageningen University   

Hollandseweg 1, 6706 KN, Wageningen , The Netherlands 

Phone: +31 +317 4 84027; Email: ewout.frankema@wur.nl 

Web: http://www.wageningenur.nl/rhi  

 

 

Education 

 

2008   PhD, Economic History, University of Groningen (6 March 2008) 

2001    MA, History, University of Groningen (Cum Laude)  

2001   MSc, Economics, University of Groningen 

1997-01 BA program Philosophy and Religion Studies, University of Groningen  

 

Employment 

 

2022- Full Professor and Chair of Economic and Environmental History, 

Wageningen University (1.0fte)  

2015- Full Professor and Chair of Rural and Environmental History, Wageningen 

University (1.0fte) 

2012-15 Full Professor and Chair of Rural and Environmental History, Wageningen 

University (0.8fte) 

2012-15 Assistant Professor, Faculty of Humanities, Utrecht University (0.2fte)  

2011-12 Assistant Professor, Faculty of Humanities, Utrecht University (1.0fte) 

2008-11 Post-doc researcher, Faculty of Humanities, Utrecht University (1.0fte) 

2007-08 Contract researcher, The Conference Board Europe, Brussels  (1.0fte)   

2003-07        PhD student, Faculty of Economics, University of Groningen (1.0fte) 

2003-04  Contract researcher, International Labour Organisation, Geneva  

2003-04  Contract researcher, Faculty of History, Leiden University  

2002-03  Contract researcher, Center for People and Buildings, Delft University of 

Technology  

2001-03 Junior teacher, Faculty of History and Faculty of Economics , University of 

Groningen 

1999-01 Teaching Assistant, Faculty of Philosophy, University of Groningen  

http://www.ewoutfrankema.com/
mailto:ewout.frankema@wur.nl
http://www.wageningenur.nl/rhi
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Other positions 

 

2026- Editorial board of The European Review of Economic History  

2022- Director of the Academic Board of the N.W. Posthumus Institute  (NWP), Inter-

University Research School for Economic and Social History in the 

Netherlands and Flanders 

2022-24 Head of the Section Economics , Social Sciences Group, Wageningen University  

2019-23 Editor-in-chief of the Journal of Global History   

2017-20 Editorial board of The Journal of Economic History   

2018-  Elected member of the Advisory Board for the Humanities (RGW) of the 

Royal Netherlands Academy of Arts and Sciences  (KNAW) 

2024- Elected research associate of the Centre for Economic Policy Research (CEPR), 

UK 

2016-23 Elected research fellow of the Centre for Economic Policy Research  (CEPR), UK 

2014-23 Scientific advisory committee member of the International Institute of Social 

History , Amsterdam 

2014-19 Elected member of the Young Academy (DJA), appointed by the Royal 

Netherlands Academy of Arts and Sciences (KNAW)  

2013- Director, co-editor of the African Economic History Textbook Project , developing 

teaching materials for African teachers and undergraduate students  

2012-15 Visiting fellow of the Department of Economic History, School of Economics 

and Management, Lund University 

2012-23 Co-director of the Dutch Agronomic Historical Institute  (NAHI)  

2012- General board of the N.W. Posthumus Institute: Research School for Economic and 

Social History in the Netherlands and Flanders  

2012-  Research fellow of the Wageningen School of Social Sciences (WASS), 

Wageningen University   

2011- Co-founder and board of the African Economic History Network , Lund 

University, http://www.aehnetwork.org/ 

2011-14 Co-executive editor of The Low Countries Journal of Social and Economic History - 

Tijdschrift voor Socia le en Economische Geschiedenis (TSEG) 

2010- Advisory board of the Maddison Project 

2010-15 Co-founder and board of the Centre for Global Economic History  (CGEH), 

Utrecht University; editor of CGEH Working Paper Series  (2010-2013)   

2010-14 Editorial board of The Low Countries Journal of Social and Economic History – 

Tijdschrift voor Sociale en Economische Geschiedenis (TSEG) 

2009 Organizing committee of the XVth World Economic History Congress , Utrecht 

2009 (responsible for media and press)  

2009-  Editorial board of Economic History of Developing Regions  (EHDR) 

2008-12 Co-director of the research program Drivers and Carriers of Globalisation , N.W. 

Posthumus Institute for Social and Economic History 

2004-  Research fellow of the N.W. Posthumus Institute: Research School for Economic 

and Social History in the Netherlands and Flanders  

2003-08 Research fellow of the Groningen Growth and Development Centre  

 

 

 

 

http://www.aehnetwork.org/
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Awards, grants & honours   

 

2022 International Economic History Association Dissertation Prize  for the 

PhD-thesis of Katherine Frederick, Deindustrialization in East Africa: textile 

production in an era of globalization and colonization, c. 1830 -1940  

 (Thesis defended 22 May 2018, Wageningen University, co-supervised with 

Elise van Nederveen Meerkerk)    

2021 VICI-research grant  (€1,500,000), Dutch Science Foundation (NWO), 

awarded to the project: South-South Divergence. Comparative Histories of 

Regional Integration in Southeast Asia and Sub-Saharan Africa since 1850.  

2020 PhD-thesis of Michiel de Haas , Rural Livelihoods and Agricultural 

Commercialization in Colonial Uganda: Conjunctures of External Influences and Local 

Realities , finalist of the Gino Luzzatto Dissertation Prize awarded by the 

European Historical Economics Society . Chapter one also received the T.S. 

Ashton Award for best ‘young scholar’ publication in the Economic History 

Review 2017-18. 

(Thesis defended 20 September 2017,Wageningen University, co -supervised 

with Niek Koning) 

2020 ‘Africa Rising? A Historical Perspective’  nominated for the Stephen Ellis 

Prize 2020 awarded to the best paper in African Affairs  2018-19. 

2019 AMMODO Science Award  (€300,000) . Prize awarded by the Ammodo 

foundation and the Royal Netherlands Academy of Arts and Sciences 

(KNAW) to acknowledge the scientific achievement of excellent, 

internationally recognized, mid-career scholars (category Humanities).  

2018 ‘From Coercion to Compensation: Institutional Responses to Labour Scarcity 

in the Central African Copperbelt’  shortlisted for the Elinor Ostrom Prize  

2019 for best paper published in the Journal of Institutional Economics  2018 . 

2018 Young Academy project grant  (€ 3 ,000) for setting up a course on African 

Economic History at the African School of Economics (ASE), Benin.   

2018 Wageningen Social Science Department grant  (€ 9,000) for organizing a 

workshop on Intra-African Migration, joint with Michiel de Haas.  

2018 EHS Thirsk-Feinstein Dissertation Award  for the PhD-thesis of Corinne 

Boter, Dutch Divergence? Women ’s work, structural change, and household  living 

standards in the Netherlands, 1830-1914 

(Thesis defended 16 June 2017, Wageningen University, co-supervised with 

Elise van Nederveen Meerkerk)  

2017 Wageningen University excellent education prize  for – The History of 

Food Production, 2016-17 (FPH-21306, course taught with Guido Sala)  

2015  Young Academy project grant  (€ 4,000) for the creation of two video’s for 

the online African Economic History Textbook.  

2014  Young Academy science communication grant  (€ 4,000) for the creation 

of a personal video. Published in de Volkskrant  online (18 December 2014).  

2014 Supervisor RMA Katherine Frederick  Global Competition in the Local 

Marketplace: The Impact of Foreign Cotton Cloth Imports on British West African 

Cotton Textile Industries during the Pre -colonial and Colonial Eras . Nominated for 

the Best Thesis Award 2013  of Utrecht University.  

2014 Invited to give the annual Epstein Memorial Lecture , London School of 

Economics and Political Science (06 March 2014)  
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 Title of the Lecture: ‘Is Africa Growing out of Poverty?’  

2013 Arthur H. Cole Prize  ($250) for best article in the Journal of Economic History 

(June 2012 – June 2013) awarded to  Frankema, E. and M. van Waijenburg 

(2012) ‘Structural Impediments to African Growth? New Evidence from 

British African Real Wages, 1880-1965’, The Journal of Economic History , 72, 4, 

895-926. 

2013  Wageningen School of Social Sciences Publication Award 2013  (€5.000) 

for best WASS publication of the year 2012  awarded to  Frankema, E. and M. 

van Waijenburg (2012) ‘Structural Impediments to African Growth? New 

Evidence from British African Real Wages, 1880-1965’, The Journal of 

Economic History , 72, 4, 895-926. 

2012 Visiting Fellow Grant  of the Department of Economic History, School of 

Economics and Management, Lund University (€32.700)  

2012  Independent Researcher Starting Grant  (€ 1,500,000), European Research 

Council (ERC), awarded to the project: Is Poverty Destiny? A New Empirical 

Foundation of Long Term African Welfare Analysis  

2012 VIDI-research grant (€ 800 ,000), Dutch Science Foundation  (NWO), 

awarded to the project: Is Poverty Destiny? Exploring Long Term Changes in 

African Living Standards in Global Perspective  

2011 ‘Colonial Taxation and Government Spending in British Africa, 1880 -1940: 

Maximizing Revenue or Minimizing Effort?’, nominated for the Larry Neal 

Prize awarded to the best paper award in the Explorations in Economic 

History 2010-11 at the Economic History Association Annual Meeting , Boston, 2nd 

runner-up. 

2010 Supervisor MA Thesis Marlous van Waijenburg Living Standards in British 

Africa in a Comparative Perspective, 1880-1945: Is poverty destiny?  Awarded with 

the IISG/Volkskrant prize for best thesis in History (€ 1 ,500) and best MA 

Thesis of the UU Faculty of Humanities in the category “Social Relevance”  

(€ 500)  

2010 VNC-grant (€ 12,500) for the organization of two workshops on The History 

of Colonial Extraction: A Comparative Analysis of the Dutch East Indies and Belgian 

Congo , awarded by the Flemish-Dutch Committee for Dutch Language and 

Culture (VNC) of the combined Flemish and Dutch Science Foundation 

(FWO/NWO), joint with Stefaan Marysse, University of Antwerp      

2008   VENI-research grant  (€ 208 ,000), Dutch Science Foundation  (NWO), 

awarded to the project: The Colonial Origins of Inequality: A Comparative 

Analysis of Fiscal Regimes in Asia, Africa and the New World, 1492 -2000 

2007   “Over de rol van cultuur en social cohesie in de economische geschiedenis ” best paper 

award  in the contest “future perspectives on the field of economic and 

social history”, organized by the International Institute of Social History  

(Amsterdam) and the N.W. Posthumus Institute  

2006 Research travel grant (€ 5 ,000) from the Dutch Science Foundation (NWO) 

for research visit to the Center for the Evolution of the Global Economy , 

Department of Economics, University of California, Davis 

2006  Paper selected (20/180) for 3r d World Bank Conference  on Inequality . World 

Bank, Washington D.C. (incl. World Bank Travel-grant)  



 5  

2003 SOM Research School PhD grant  for the project:  The Historical Evolution of 

Inequality in Latin America: A Comparative Analysis, 1870 -2000 (c. € 160,000) . 

Department of Economics, University of Groningen 

2000  Het rationaliteitsbegrip van Max Weber. Over het vrijheidsprobleem van de 

moderne mens, Acta Philosophica Groningana, No. 30  awarded best paper of 

the Research Design Course, Faculty of Philosophy, University of 

Groningen  

 

 

Research projects 

 

2021-26 (Principle investigator)  NWO VICI project  South-South Divergence. Comparative 

Histories of Regional Integration in Southeast Asia and Sub-Saharan Africa since  

1850, Wageningen University 

2020-25 (Principle investigator) KNAW-AMMODO research project African Trade in 

Historical Perspective: From the ‘Commercial Transition’ to the ‘Mineral Transition ’ 

and Beyond , Wageningen University  

2012-17 (Principle investigator) ERC Starting Grant project Is Poverty Destiny? A 

New Empirical Foundation of Long Term African Welfare Analysis , Wageningen 

University 

2012-17 (Principle investigator) NWO VIDI project Is Poverty Destiny? Exploring Long 

Term Changes in African Living Standards in Global Perspective, Wageningen 

University 

2011-16 (Participant) International collaborative of the African Economic History 

Network, Lund University 

2008-11 (Principle investigator) NWO VENI project The Colonial Origins of Inequality: 

A Comparative Analysis of Fiscal Regimes in Asia, Africa and the New World, 1492 -

2000 , Utrecht University 

2008-12  (Participant) ERC 7th Framework Program Collaborative Project Historical 

Patterns of Development and Underdevelopment: Origins and Persistence of the Great 

Divergence  (HI-POD), Utrecht University 

2007-08 (Participant) The Conference Board research project Productivity, Performance 

and Progress in the Gulf Countries , The Conference Board Europe, Brussels, and 

the Gulf Investment Corporation, Kuwait -City   

2004-07  (Principle investigator) SOM Research School PhD project The Historical 

Evolution of Inequality in Latin America: A Comparative Analysis, 1870 -2000 , 

University of Groningen 

2003-04 (Participant) International Labour Organisation research project Productivity 

and Employment Growth: An Empirical Review of Long and Medium Run Evidence . 

Background study for the ILO, World Employment Report 2003/4, 

University of Groningen  

2003-04 (Participant) NWO project Technological Development and Economic Growth in 

Indonesia, 1950-2000, University of Leiden 

2002-03 (Participant) Center for People and Buildings research project Office 

Innovation in Economic Perspective , Technical University of Delft  
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Research visits 

 

2009 Research visit Economic History Department London School of Economics and 

Political Science (January-February)  

2007 Research visit Gulf Investment Cooperation , Kuwait (April-June) 

2006  Research visit Center for the Evolution of the Global Economy , Department of 

Economics, University of California, Davis (August -December) 

2004  Research visit Food and Agriculture Organisation  (FAO), Rome, Italy (March) 

2003  Research visit International Labour Organisation  (ILO), Geneva (July)  

2003 Research visit Indonesian Institute of Sciences  (P2E-LIPI), Jakarta, Indonesia 

(April-May)  

 

 

 

PUBLICATIONS 
 

 

PhD-thesis 

 

1. Frankema, E. (2008) The Historical Evolution of Inequality in Latin America. A  

 Comparative Perspective, 1870-2000, SOM research school, University of 

 Groningen. Thesis supervisors: Prof. dr. Bart van Ark (promotor) and dr. Jan Pieter 

Smits (co-promotor, daily supervisor) 

 

Inaugural lecture 

 

2. Frankema, E. (2013) Africa and the Green Revolution - A Global Historical 

 Perspective. Inaugural lecture held upon taking up the chair of Rural and Environmental 

History at Wageningen University, 23 May 2013 

 

 

Monographs, edited volumes, special issues (peer-reviewed) 

 

3. E. Frankema and T. Westland (2026 forthcoming) South-South Divergence. How Tropical 

Africa and Southeast Asia grew apart before the Green Revolution , Cambridge University 

Press: Cambridge, UK. 

 

4. E. Frankema and T. Roy, eds. (2026 forthcoming) The Routledge Handbook of the 

Economic History of Colonialism , Routledge: London  

 

5. De Haas, M. and E. Frankema, eds. (2022) Migration in Africa . Shifting Patterns of 

Mobility from the 19 t h to the 21 s t Century , Routledge: London 

(DOI:10.4324/9781003225027) 

 

6. Frankema, E. and H. Tworek, eds. (2020) Pandemics that changed the world: 

historical reflections on COVID-19. Special Issue in the Journal of Global History , 15, 3, 

333-507  
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7. Frankema, E. and A. Booth, eds. (2020) Fiscal Capacity and the Colonial State in Asia and 

Africa, c. 1850-1960, Cambridge University Press: Cambridge, UK  

 

8. Frankema, E. and F. Buelens, eds. (2013) Colonial Exploitation and Economic Development: 

The Belgian Congo and the Netherlands Indies Compared, Routledge Explorations in 

Economic History Series: London  

 

9. Frankema, E. and E. Hillbom, eds. (2013) The History of African Development. An Open 

Source Textbook for African Students , African Economic History Network Publication , 

http://www.aehnetwork.org/  

 

10. Frankema, E. (2009) Has Latin America Always Been Unequal?  A Comparative Study of 

Asset and Income Inequality in the Long Twentieth Century , Global Economic History 

Series, Volume 3, Brill: Boston, Leiden    

 

 

Journal articles (peer-reviewed) 

 

11. M. de Haas and E. Frankema (2026 forthcoming) ‘Tracing the migration transition in 

Sub-Saharan Africa from precolonial times to the present ’, International Migration 

Review  

 

12. M. de Haas and E. Frankema (2025) ‘The age of Intra-African migration: shifting 

patterns of regional mobility between two global diasporas, 1850 -1960’, Comparative 

Migration Studies  13, 32 (early online view). 

 

13. De Pleijt, A.M. and E. Frankema (2025) ‘The deeper roots of human capital formation 

and economic development in Southeast Asia, 1900–2000’, Journal of Development 

Economics 103506, 176 (DOI:10.1016/j.jdeveco.2025.103506) 

 

14. Frankema, E. (2025) ‘From the Great Divergence to South -South Divergence. New 

Comparative Horizons in Global Economic History’, Journal of Economic Surveys  39, 2, 

517-545 (DOI:10.1111/joes.12609) 

 

15. Alexopoulou, K. and E. Frankema (2024) ‘Imperialism of jackals and lions. The fiscal-

military state in Portuguese Africa in the British and French African mirror, c. 1850 –

1940’ Industrial History Review  33, 92, 119-158 (DOI:10.1344/rhiihr.44736) 

 

16. Frankema, E. and M. van Waijenburg (2023) ‘What about the race between education 

and technology in the Global South? Comparing skill premiums in colonial Africa and 

Asia’, Economic History Review , 76, 3, 941-978 (DOI:10.1111/ehr.13221) 

 

17. Frankema, E. de Haas, M and M. van Waijenburg (2023) ‘Inequality Regimes in Africa. 

From Precolonial Times to the Present’, African Affairs , 122, 486, 57-94  

(DOI:10.1093/afraf/adad001) 

Covered by The Economist, April 15 th 2023, p. x:  

http://www.aehnetwork.org/
https://doi.org/10.1344/rhiihr.44736
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https://www.economist.com/middle-east-and-africa/2023/04/13/why-africa-is-one-

of-the-most-unequal-continents-in-the-world 

 

18. Frankema, E. and M. van Waijenburg (2023) ‘Bridging the gap with the ‘new’ 

economic history of Africa’, Journal of African History , 64, 1, 38-61  

(DOI:10.1017/S0021853722000792) 

 

19. Frankema, E., Sood, G. and H. Tworek (2021) 'Editors’ note – Global history after 

the Great Divergence', Journal of Global History  16, 1, 1-3 

(DOI:10.1017/S174002282100005X) 

 

20. Frankema, E. and H. Tworek (2020) ‘Pandemics that changed the world: historical 

reflections on Covid-19’, Journal of Global History  15, 3, 333-335 

(DOI: 10.1017/S1740022820000339) 

 

21. Frankema, E. (2019) ‘Africa and the Demographic Consequences of the Columbian 

Exchange’, Asian Review of World Histories  7, 66-79 

(DOI: 10.1163/22879811-12340046) 

 

22. Frankema, E. and M. van Waijenburg (2018) ‘Africa Rising? A Historical Perspective’, 

African Affairs 117, 469, 543-568 

(DOI: 10.1093/afraf/ady022) 

Nominated for the Stephen Ellis Prize 2020 awarded to the best paper in African 

Affairs (2018-19).  

Covered by The Economist, Nov. 3 rd 2018, p. 72: 
https://www.economist.com/finance-and-economics/2018/11/03/the-path-to-

economic-development-is-growing-more-treacherous-again 

Covered by the Washington Post, Oct. 23 rd 2020. 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2020/10/23/african -citizens-expect-more-

their-lives-their-governments-afrobarometer-surveys-find/ 

 

23. Frankema, E., Woltjer, P., Dalrymple-Smith, A. and L. Bulambo (2018 ) ‘An 

Introduction to the African Commodity Trade Database, 1730 -2010’, Research Data 

Journal for the Humanities and Social Sciences  3, March 2018, 00-00  

(DOI: 10.1163/24523666-01000009) 

 

24. Frankema, E., Williamson, J.G. and P. Woltjer (2018) ‘An Economic Rationale for the 

West African Scramble? The Commercial Transition and the Commodity Price Boom 

of 1835-1885’, The Journal of Economic History  78, 1, 231-267 

(DOI: 10.1017/S0022050718000128) 

Work in progress covered by World Economic Forum, July 15 th 2015  

https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2015/07/how-africas-colonial-history-affects-its-

development/ 

 

25. De Haas, M. and E. Frankema (2018) ‘Gender, ethnicity and unequal opportunity in 

colonial Uganda: European influences, African realities, and the pitfalls of parish 

register data’, Economic History Review  71, 3, 965-994 

(DOI: 10.1111/ehr.12618) 

https://www.economist.com/middle-east-and-africa/2023/04/13/why-africa-is-one-of-the-most-unequal-continents-in-the-world
https://www.economist.com/middle-east-and-africa/2023/04/13/why-africa-is-one-of-the-most-unequal-continents-in-the-world
https://www.economist.com/finance-and-economics/2018/11/03/the-path-to-economic-development-is-growing-more-treacherous-again
https://www.economist.com/finance-and-economics/2018/11/03/the-path-to-economic-development-is-growing-more-treacherous-again
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2020/10/23/african-citizens-expect-more-their-lives-their-governments-afrobarometer-surveys-find/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2020/10/23/african-citizens-expect-more-their-lives-their-governments-afrobarometer-surveys-find/
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2015/07/how-africas-colonial-history-affects-its-development/
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2015/07/how-africas-colonial-history-affects-its-development/
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26. Juif, D. and E. Frankema (2018) ‘From Coercion to Compensation: Institutional 

Responses to Labour Scarcity in the Central African Copperbelt’ , Journal of Institutional 

Economics, 14, Special Issue 02, 313-343   

(DOI: 10.1017/S1744137416000345) 

Shortlisted for the Elinor Ostrom Prize 2019 for best paper published in the 

Journal of Institutional Economics 2018 

 

27. Bavel, B. van, and E. Frankema (2017) ‘Wealth inequality in the Netherlands, c. 1950 -

2015. The paradox of a Northern European welfare state’ The Low Countries Journal of 

Social and Economic History , 14, 2, 29-62 

(DOI: 10.18352/tseg.916) 

 

28. Dalrymple-Smith, A. and E. Frankema (2017) ‘Slave Ship Provisioning in the Long 

18 th Century: A Boost to West African Commercial Agriculture?’ European Review of 

Economic History , 21, 2, 185-235 

(DOI: 10.1093/ereh/hex002) 

 

29. Frankema, E., Green E, and E. Hillbom (2016) ‘Endogenous Processes of Colonial 

Settlement: The Success and Failure of European Settler Farming in Sub -Saharan 

Africa.’, Revista de Historia Económica 34, 2, 237-265  

 (DOI: 10.1017/s0212610915000397)  

 

30. Buelens, F. and E. Frankema (2016) ‘Colonial Adventures in Tropical Agriculture. 

New Estimates of Returns to Investment in the Netherlands Indies, 1919 -1938.’ 

Cliometrica 10, 2, 197-224  

(DOI: 10.1007/s11698-015-0128-z) 

 

31. Frankema, E. (2015) ‘Labour -Intensive Industrialization in Global History – A Review 

Essay.’ Economic History of Developing Regions  30, 1, 44-67               

(DOI: 10.1080/20780389.2015.1035705) 

 

32. Frankema, E. (2015) ‘The Biogeographic Roots of World Inequality. Animals, Disease , 

and Human Settlement Patterns in Africa and the Americas before 1492.’ World 

Development 70, 274–285  

(DOI:10.1016/j.worlddev.2015.01.012)  

 

33. Frankema, E. and M. van Waijenburg (2014) ‘Metropolitan Blueprints of Colonial 

Taxation?  Lessons from Fiscal Capacity Building in British and French Africa, c. 

1880-1940.’ Journal of African History  55, 3, 371-400 

(DOI:10.1017/S002185371400036X) 

 

34. Frankema, E. (2014) ‘Africa and the Green Revolution - A Global Historical 

Perspective’, NJAS – Wageningen Journal of Life Sciences  70-71, 17-24  

 (DOI: 10.1016/j.njas.2014.01.003) 
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35. Frankema, E. and M. Jerven (2014)‘Writing History Backwards or Sideways: Towards a 

Consensus on African Population, 1850-present’, Economic History Review , 67, 4, 907-

931  

(DOI: 10.1111/1468-0289.12041) 

 

36. Frankema, E. and A. Masé (2014) ‘An Island Drifting Apart. Why Haiti is mired in 

poverty while the Dominican Republic forges ahead’, Journal of International Development  

26, 1, 128-148  

(DOI: 10.1002/jid.2924) 

 

37. Frankema, E. (2013) ‘Why was the Dutch legacy so poor? Educational development in 

the Netherlands Indies, 1871-1942’, Masyarakat Indonesia , 39, 2, 307-326  

 

38. Frankema, E., Woltjer, P. and J.P.  Smits (2013)‘Changing Economic Leadership. A 

New Benchmark of Sector Productivity in the United States and Western Europe, ca. 

1910’, The Low Countries Journal of Social and Economic History , 10, 3, 80-113  

(DOI: 10.18352/tseg.219) 

 

39. Frankema, E. and M. van Waijenburg (2012) ‘Structural Impediments to African 

Growth? New Evidence from British African Real Wages, 1880-1965’ , The Journal of 

Economic History , 72, 4, 895-926  

(DOI: 10.1017/S0022050712000630) 

Arthur H. Cole Prize for best article in the Journal of Economic History (June 

2012 – June 2013) and Wageningen School of Social Sciences Publication Award 

2013 for best WASS publication of the year 2012  

Coverage in a blog-post by Marginal Revolution 

http://marginalrevolution.com/marginalrevolution/2012/06/has-africa-always-

been-the-worlds-poorest-continent.html\ 

Coverage by The Washington Post, 19 September 2017 in “A controversial article 

praises colonialism. But colonialism's real legacy was ugly ”. 

www.washingtonpost.com/news/monkey-cage/wp/2017/09/19/colonialism-

left-behind-a-long-legacy-most-of-it-bad/ 

 

40. Frankema, E. (2012) ‘The Origins of Formal Education in Sub-Saharan Africa. Was 

British Rule More Benign?’,  European Review of Economic History , 16, 4, 335-355  

(DOI: 10.1093/ereh/hes009) 

 

41. Frankema, E. (2012) ‘Industrial Wage Inequality in Latin America in Global 

Perspective, 1900-2000’, Studies in Comparative International Development , 47, 47-74 

(DOI: 10.1007/s12116-011-9091-2)  

 

42. Frankema, E. (2011) ‘Colonial Taxation and Government Spending in British Africa, 

1880-1940: Maximizing Revenue or Minimizing Effort? ’, Explorations in Economic 

History, 48, 1, 136-149  

(DOI: 10.1016/j.eeh.2010.10.002) 

Shortlisted for the Larry Neal Prize awarded to the best paper in the 

Explorations in Economic History (2010-2011) at the Economic History 

Association Annual Meeting, Boston, 2nd runner-up. 

http://marginalrevolution.com/marginalrevolution/2012/06/has-africa-always-been-the-worlds-poorest-continent.html/
http://marginalrevolution.com/marginalrevolution/2012/06/has-africa-always-been-the-worlds-poorest-continent.html/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/news/monkey-cage/wp/2017/09/19/colonialism-left-behind-a-long-legacy-most-of-it-bad/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/news/monkey-cage/wp/2017/09/19/colonialism-left-behind-a-long-legacy-most-of-it-bad/
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43. Frankema, E. and M.A. Visker (2011) ‘The Reversal of Fortune in Argentina : 

Exploring industrial labour productivity in comparison to Australia, 1907 -1973’, The 
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Convergence. Skill Accumulation and Mass Education in Africa and Asia, 1870 -2010’, 

CEPR Discussion Paper Series 14150 
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147. ‘From Coercion to Compensation: Institutional Responses to Labour Scarcity in the 

Central African Copperbelt’ JoIE blog , 21 February 2019 

# Blog post of Juif, D. and E. Frankema (2018) ‘From Coercion to Compensation: 
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154. ‘525th Anniversary of Columbus ‘discovery’ of the New World’, Dit is de Nacht , 05 

December 2017 

# Interview by NPO Radio 1, on Columbus’ arrival at Hispaniola and the historical 

divide of the island.  
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Economic Inequality’, MPhil Advanced online course Development Economics, 

Utrecht University ( invited lecture) 

 

9. Frankema, E. (02 February 2022) ‘Five Centuries of African Trade’ Online Course on 
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26. A. Dalrymple-Smith and E. Frankema (29 September 2016) ‘Slave Ship Provisioning in 
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the International Institute of Social History , Amsterdam (invited seminar)  

 

28. Frankema, E. (18 January 2016) ‘Historische en actuele ontwikkelingen in Westers 

ontwikkelingssamenwerkingsbeleid in Sub-Sahara Afrika, 1807-2016’, Government staff 
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32. Frankema, E., Williamson, J. G. and P.J. Woltjer (17 June 2015) ‘An Economic 
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1492’, 5th Southern Hemisphere Economic History Summer School  (SHEHSS), Universidad 
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Rationale for the African Scramble: The Commercial Transition and the Commodity 



 28 
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48. Frankema, E. (09 December 2013) ‘Understanding African Poverty: A Millennial 

Perspective’, 4 t h Southern Hemisphere Economic History Summer School  (SHEHSS), 
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78. Fernández-Cebrián, P. and E. Frankema (27 September 2024) ‘Intra -African Trade, c. 
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Brighton    

 

106. Alexopoulou, K. and E. Frankema (21 October 2016) ‘Securing the Colonial State. 
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and French West Africa, c. 1880-1960’, Workshop on Financing Empire. Comparing 

Colonial Fiscal States in Africa and Asia, 1850-1960, SOAS, University of London 
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118. Dalrymple-Smith, A. and E. Frankema (31 October 2015) ‘Slave Ship Provisioning in 
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Effects of Fiscal Policies in French and British Africa’, XVI t h World Economic History 

Congress , Stellenbosch University, South Africa   
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1960’, N.W. Posthumus Conference  2011 , University of Antwerp 

 

148. Frankema, E. (02 May 2011) ‘The Origins of Formal Education in Sub -Saharan Africa. 
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Brazil and Mexico, 1870-2000’, Mini-conference A Comparative Approach to Inequality 
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161. Frankema, E. (07 July 2008) ‘The Comparative Development of Wage Inequality in 

Twentieth Century Latin America’, 3 rd Marie Curie Research Training Network and ESF 

Global-Euronet Summer School on Economic and Social Inequalities in Historical Perspective , 

Paris School of Economics 

 

162. Frankema, E. (22 May 2008) ‘De koloniale wortels van ongelijkheid. Een comparatieve 

analyse van belasting regimes in Azië, Afrika en de Nieuwe Wereld, 1492 -2000’, N.W. 
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of social and economic history , International Institute of Social History, Amsterdam 
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Conference , Helsinki  
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Summer School on Economic Growth in the Extremely Long Run , European University 
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168. Frankema, E. (05 June 2006) ‘The Colonial Origins of Inequality: Exploring the 

Causes and Consequences of Land Distribution’ , 3 r d World Bank Conference on Inequality , 
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distribution in the 20th Century: Inverting the Kuznets Curve?’, 6 t h Economic and Social 
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Regionalisation: Why Latin American and African countries trade so little with their 
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SERVICE TO ACADEMIC COMMUNITY  
 

Organization of international conferences, seminars and workshops 

 

• Principle organizer of the Handbook of the Economic History of Colonialism  
Conference, joint with Tirthankar Roy, London School of Economics, 13-14 December 
2025 
  

• Principle organizer of the online workshop Shifting Patterns of Migration in Africa, 
1800-present, joint with Michiel de Haas, Wageningen University, 14-15 May 2020 
 

• Principle organizer of the workshop Shifting Patterns of Migration in Africa, 1800-
present, joint with Michiel de Haas, University of Barcelona, 17 October 2019  
 

• Principle organizer of the workshop on Migration in Africa, joint with Michiel de Haas, 
Wageningen University, 13-14 December 2018 
 

• Co-organizer of the session Growing Public in Africa , XVIIIth World Economic History 
Conference, joint with Denis Cogneau, Boston, MA, 02 August 2018 
  

• Principle organizer of the workshop Financing Empire. Comparing Colonial Fiscal States in 
Africa and Asia, 1850-1960, SOAS, University of London, 24-25 June 2016 
 

• Co-organizer of the N.W. Posthumus Conference Sustainability in History , Wageningen 

University, 27-28 May 2016 

 

• Principle organizer of the session From Natural Resources to Human Capital: the historical 

development of institutions for knowledge and skill transfers in Sub -Saharan Africa,  11 th 

European Social Science History Conference 2016  (ESSHC), Valencia, 30 March 2016 

 

• Principle organizer of symposium on African soils, climate and historical agriculture , 

Wageningen University, 07 January 2016  
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• Principle organizer of the  10 t h Annual Meeting of the  African Economic History Network 

(AEHN), Wageningen University, 30-31 October 2015 

 

• Principle organizer of the  session An Undervalued Comparison. Growth, Inequality and 

Institutions in Africa and Latin America since 1492 , XVIIth World Economic History 

Conference 2015 (WEHC), joint with Luis Bértola, Kyoto University, 04 August 2015  

 

• Co-organizer of the workshop on Colonialism, Growth and Development in the Southern 

Hemisphere, 1800-2000, Lund University, 24-25 April 2015 

 

• Co-organizer of the RIDGE workshop on Comparative studies of the Southern Hemisphere in 

global economic history and development , Montevideo, 26-27 March 2015 

 

• Co-organizer of the 5 t h Southern Hemisphere Economic History Summer School  (SHEHSS), 

Universidad de la República, Montevideo, 23-25 March 2015 

 

• Co-organizer of the 4 t h Southern Hemisphere Economic History Summer School  (SHEHSS), 

Universidad de la República , Montevideo, 09-13 December 2013    

 

• Book launch of Colonial Exploitation and Economic Development. The Belgian Congo and the 

Netherlands Indies Compared  at the Centre of African Studies, School of Oriental and 

African Studies (SOAS), University of London , 14 October 2013 

 

• Co-organizer of the session Inequality and Social Conflicts in the Developing World , Tenth 

Swedish Economic History Meeting, joint with Erik Green and Ellen Hillbom , Lund 

University, 05 October 2013 

 

• Co-organizer of the session Markets and Trade in Pre-colonial Africa , Tenth Swedish 

Economic History Meeting, joint with Erik Green and Ellen Hillbom , Lund University, 

05 October 2013 

 

• Co-organizer of the session Colonial Legacies in African Economic History , Tenth Swedish 

Economic History Meeting, joint with Erik Green and Ellen Hillbom, Lund University, 

04 October 2013 

 

• Co-organizer of the session Agricultural Production and Poverty in the Developing World , 

Tenth Swedish Economic History Meeting, joint with Erik Green and Ellen Hillbom , 

Lund University, 04 October 2013) 

 

• Principle organizer of the session Colonial Fiscal Policy in Global Perspective , XVIth World 

Economic History Congress,  joint with Anne Booth, University of Stellenbosch, South 

Africa, 12 July 2012   

 

• Co-organizer of the session Human Capital and Development in Africa and Latin America , 

XVIth World Economic History Congress, joint with Joerg Baten, University of 

Stellenbosch, South Africa, 11 July 2012   
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• Co-organizer of the 2nd workshop Colonial Extraction in The Netherlands Indies and Belgian 

Congo: Institutions, Institutional Change and Long Term Consequences, joint with Frans 

Buelens, University of Antwerp, 7-8 October 2011 

 

• Co-organizer of the Center for Global Economic History launch Economic History meets 

Development Economics , Utrecht University, 01 July 2011  

 

• Principle organizer of the session Drivers and Carriers of Globalisation , N.W. Posthumus 

Conference 2011, University of Antwerp, 12 May 2011   

 

• Principle organizer of the panel Colonial Taxation in Global Perspective , 3 rd ENIUGH 

European Congress on World and Global History , London School of Economics , 15 

April 2011  

 

• Principle organizer of the workshop  Colonial Extraction in The Netherlands Indies and Belgian 

Congo: Institutions, Institutional Change and Long Term Consequences , Utrecht University, 03-

04 December 2010 
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• Principle organizer of the Utrecht Social and Economic History Seminars , Utrecht University, 
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Smits, University of Groningen, 14 May 2004 

 

 

Reviews for international peer-reviewed journals 

 

Journal of Economic History (12) 

Economic History Review (10) 

European Review of Economic History (7) 

Economic History of Developing Regions (6)  

Revista de Historia Económica (3)  

The Low Countries Journal of Social and Economic History (3)  

Journal of Development Economics (3)  
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Journal of African History (3) 

Journal of Institutional Economics (2) 

Cliometrica (2) 

Journal of African Studies and Development (2)  

African Affairs (2) 

Explorations in Economic History (1)  

Review of Economic Studies (1)  

Journal of Modern African Studies (1)  

American Political Science Review (1)  

Journal of International Development (1)  

Journal of Development Studies (1)  

Scandinavian Economic History Review (1)  

Review of Income and Wealth (1)  

Research Policy (1) 

Comparative Political Studies (1)  

Journal of African Economies (1)  

Journal of Comparative Politics (1)  

Cambridge Review of International Affairs (1)  

The Journal of Colonialism and Colonial History (1)  

Governance (1) 

Business History (1) 

Historical Methods (1) 

British Journal of Political Science (1)  

Journal of Economic Development (1)  

Bulletin of Indonesian Economic Studies (1)  

Research in Social Stratification and Mobility (1)  

Economic Systems Research (1)  

NJAS- Wageningen Journal of Life Sciences (1)  

The Annals of Regional Science (1)  

European Journal of Political Economy (1)   

Economics and Human Biology (1)  

Historical Methods: A Journal of Quantitative and Interdisciplinary History  (1) 

 

Reviews for publishers (book proposals)  

 

Palgrave Macmillan (3) 

Cambridge University Press (3) 

Oxford University Press (1) 

Brill Global Economic History Series (1) 

Springer Business & Economics (1)  

Routledge History Series (1) 

Amsterdam University Press (1)  

 

Reviews for research councils and grant programs 

 

The Netherlands Organisation for Scientific Research (NWO) 

Wageningen School of Social Sciences (WASS) 
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European Science Foundation (ESF)  

The British Academy  

South African National Research Foundation (NRF)  

Fonds voor Wetenschappelijk Onderzoek Vlaanderen (FWO)  

The Handelsbanken Wallander Scholarship Foundation, Sweden 

European University Institute, Florence, Italy   

Cambridge University, Graduate program, UK 

Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft (DFG)  
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2026 Member of the FWO Postdoc fellowship  selection committee History and 

Archaeology  

2024- Member of the Academic Board of Wageningen Studium Generale 

2023-26 Chair of the international steering committee Colonial Entanglements of 

Wageningen University    

2024 Member of the Ammodo Science Award selection committee, Humanities  

2023 Member of the NWO VICI-Grant selection committee, Humanities  

2023 Member of the FWO Postdoc fellowship  selection committee History and 

Archaeology  

2022 Chair of the advisory committee of the Wageningen chair Public 

Administration and Policy  

2021 Member of the design committee for the MSc track Economics of 

Sustainability 

2016 Technical chair of the NWO VENI-Grant selection committee of the 

Humanities panel 

2015 Chair of the NWO VENI-Grant selection committee of the Humanities 2015 

2015  Member of the Jury KNAW Onderwijsprijs  2015 (Profile Economy and 

Society) 

2014 Steering committee member ‘Research’ for the Strategic Plan of Wageningen 

University, 2015-2018 

2014 Steering committee member of the Social Sciences MSc programs, 

Wageningen University 

2014 Advisory committee member of the Wageningen chair Sociology of 

Development and Change  

2013 Search committee of the Prince Claus Chair , 2014-2016 

 

 

 

 

TEACHING & SUPERVISION 
 

 

2010 Awarded University Teaching Qualification (BKO) , May 12 th 2010, Utrecht 

University 

 

Courses (per academic year) 
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2025-26 BSc Course: Colonialism and Slavery in World History , Social Science Group, 

Wageningen University 

2025-26 MSc Course: Economic Origins of Democracy and Dictatorship , Social Science 

Group, Wageningen University 

2025-26 MSc Course: Rethinking Economics for the Real World , Social Science Group, 

Wageningen University 

2025-26 BSc Course: Introduction in International Development Studies , Social Science 

Group, Wageningen University 

2025-26 MSc Course: Theories on Politics and Governance , Social Science Group,  

  Wageningen University 

2024-25 BSc Course: Colonialism and Slavery in World History , Social Science Group, 

Wageningen University 

2024-25 MSc Course: Economic Origins of Democracy and Dictatorship , Social Science 

Group, Wageningen University 

2024-25 MSc Course: Rethinking Economics for the Real World , Social Science Group, 

Wageningen University 

2024-25 BSc Course: Introduction in International Development Studies , Social Science 

Group, Wageningen University 

2024-25 MSc Course: Theories on Politics and Governance , Social Science Group,  

  Wageningen University 

2023-24 MSc Course: Economic Origins of Democracy and Dictatorship , Social Science 

Group, Wageningen University 

2023-24 MSc Course: Rethinking Economics for the Real World , Social Science Group, 

Wageningen University 

2023-24 BSc Course: Introduction in International Development Studies , Social Science 

Group, Wageningen University 

2023-24 MSc Course: Theories on Politics and Governance , Social Science Group,  

  Wageningen University 

2022-23 Honours BSc Course: Introduction to BSc Honours Programme  2023, Wageningen 

University 

2022-23 MSc Course: Economic Origins of Democracy and Dictatorship  

2022-23 MSc Course: Rethinking Economics for the Real World , Social Science Group, 

Wageningen University 

2022-23 BSc Course: Introduction in International Development Studies , Social Science 

Group, Wageningen University 

2021-22 Honours BSc Course: Introduction to BSc Honours Programme  2022, Wageningen 

University 

2021-22 MSc Course: African Economic History , African School of Economics, 

Cotonou, Benin 

2021-22 BSc Course: History of Food Production , Wageningen University 

2021-22 MSc Course: Theories on Politics and Governance , Social Science Group,  

  Wageningen University 

2021-22 BSc Course: Introduction in International Development Studies , Social Science 

Group, Wageningen University 

2020-21 BSc Course: The Origins of Global Economic Inequality , Social Science  

  Group, Wageningen University 
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2020-21 MSc Course: Theories on Politics and Governance , Social Science Group,  

  Wageningen University 

2020-21 BSc Course: Sustainability and Resilience in Historical Perspective , Social Science 

  Group, Wageningen University 

2020-21 BSc Course: Introduction in International Development Studies , Social Science 

  Group, Wageningen University 

2019-20 BSc Course: History of Food Production , Wageningen University 

2019-20 MSc Course: Theories on Politics and Governance , Social Science Group,  

  Wageningen University 

2019-20 BSc Course: Introduction in International Development Studies , Social Science 

Group, Wageningen University 

2017-18  Honours BSc Course: Introduction to BSc Honours Programme  2018, Wageningen 

University 

2018-19 MSc Course: African Economic History , African School of Economics, 

Cotonou, Benin  

2018-19 MSc Course: Theories on Politics and Governance , Social Science Group, 

Wageningen University 

2018-19  BSc Course: Economics and Governance in Historical Perspective , Social Science 

Group, Wageningen University 

2018-19 BSc Course: Introduction in International Development Studies , Social Science 

Group, Wageningen University 

2017-18  Honours BSc Course: Introduction to BSc Honours Programme  2018, Wageningen 

University 

2017-18 MSc Course: Theories on Politics and Governance , Social Science Group, 

Wageningen University 

2017-18 BSc Course: Introduction in International Development Studies , Social Science 

Group, Wageningen University 

2016-17  Honours BSc Course: Introduction to BSc Honours Programme  2017, Wageningen 

University 

2016-17 BSc Course: History of Food Production , Wageningen University  

2016-17 BSc Course: Introduction in International Development Studies , Social Science 

Group, Wageningen University 

2016-17 MSc Course: International Arenas of Political Development , Social   

  Science Group, Wageningen University  

2015-16 Honours BSc Course: Introduction to BSc Honours Programme  2016, Wageningen 

University 

2015-16 BSc Course: History of Food Production , Wageningen University  

2015-16 BSc Course: Economics and Governance in Historical Perspective , Social Science 

Group, Wageningen University 

2015-16 BSc Course: Introduction in International Development Studies , Social Science 

Group, Wageningen University 

2014-15 Post-graduate course: African Economic History , Universidad de la República, 

Montevideo 

2014-15 Honours BSc Course: Introduction to Bsc Honours Programme  2015, Wageningen 

University 

2014-15 RMA Course: Keys to the treasure trove: sources and methods for social and economic 

historians, N.W. Posthumus Institute, Leiden University  (guest lecture) 
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2014-15 MA Course: Growth and Inequality, 1000-2000 AD , Faculty of History, Utrecht 

University 

2014-15 BSc Course: Food Production and Transformation in Historical Perspective , 

Wageningen University  

2014-15 BSc Course: Economics and Governance in Historical Perspective , Social Science 

Group, Wageningen University 

2014-15 BSc Course: Introduction in International Development Studies , Social Science 

Group, Wageningen University 

2013-14 Honours BSc Course: Introduction to BSc Honours Programme  2014, Wageningen 

University  

2013-14 BA Course: Collapse?  Balancing Growth with Scarcity , Faculty of History, Utrecht 

University 

2013-14 RMA Course: Keys to the treasure trove: sources and methods for social and economic 

historians, N.W. Posthumus Institute, Leiden University  (guest lecture) 

2013-14 MA Thesis-writing Tutorial: Colonialism and Development in Comparative 

Perspective , Faculty of History, Utrecht University  

2013-14 BA Course: Economics and Governance in Historical Perspective , Social Science 

Group, Wageningen University 

2013-14 BA Course: Introduction in International Development Studies , Social Science 

Group, Wageningen University 

2012-13 BA Course: Collapse?  Balancing Growth with Scarcity , Faculty of History, Utrecht 

University 

2012-13 BA Course: Environmental History , Social Science Group, Wageningen 

University 

2012-13 MA Thesis-writing Tutorial: Colonialism and Development in Comparative 

Perspective , Faculty of History, Utrecht University  

2012-13 RMA Course: Keys to the treasure trove: sources and methods for social and economic 

historians, N.W. Posthumus Institute, Leiden University  (guest lecture) 

2012-13 BA Course: Introduction in International Development Studies , Social Science 

Group, Wageningen University 

2012-13 BA Course: Economics and Governance in Historical Perspective , Social Science 

Group, Wageningen University 

2011-12 BA Course: Introduction to World History , Faculty of History, Utrecht 

University 

2011-12 RMA Course: Introduction into the Debates of Global History , N.W.  Posthumus 

Institute, Leiden University (guest lecture) 

2011-12 BA Course:  Economic Growth and Inequality in Historical Perspective    

2011-12 BA Course: Worldly Happiness: the historical balance between growth and resource 

scarcity , Faculty of History, Utrecht University  

2011-12 MA Research seminar: Wealth and Poverty in the Americas , Faculty of History, 

Utrecht University 

2010-11 MA Research seminar: Wealth and Poverty in the Americas , Faculty of History, 

Utrecht University 

2010-11 MA Thesis-writing Tutorial: Colonialism and Development in Comparative 

Perspective , Faculty of History, Utrecht University  

2010-11 MA Research seminar: Wealth and Poverty in the Americas , Faculty of History, 

Utrecht University 
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2009-10 MA Course: Growth and Inequality: Europe and the rest of the World since the 

Industrial Revolution , Faculty of History, Utrecht University    

2008-09  MA Course: Growth and Inequality: Europe and the rest of the World since the 

Industrial Revolution , Faculty of History, Utrecht University    

2008-09 BA Course: Introduction in Socio -Economic History , University College Utrecht 

2008-09 BA Course: Globalization: Curse or Blessing? , Faculty of History, Utrecht 

University    

2005-06 BA Course: International Industrial Economics , Faculty of Economics, University 

of Groningen 

2003-05 BA Course: International Business , Faculty of Economics, University of 

Groningen 

2002-03 BA Course: Economic History , Faculty of Economics, University of Groningen  

2002-03 BA Course: Economic and Social History , Faculty of History, University of 

Groningen 

1999-01 BA Course: The Experiment of Enlightenment , Faculty of Philosophy, University 

of Groningen 

2000-01 BA Course: Introduction in Philosophy , Faculty of Sociology, University of 

Groningen 

2000-01 BA Course: Introduction in 20th Century Philosophy , Faculty of Philosophy, 

University of Groningen 

1999-00 BA Course: Medieval and Renaissance Philosophy , Faculty of Philosophy, 

University of Groningen 

1999-00 BA Course: Ancient Philosophy , Faculty of Philosophy, University of 

Groningen 

 

 

PhD Supervision 

 

2025- Jorge Valdez, Toon Wassenberg, Saskia Titulaer, Dea Iftina, Angelo Galindo,  

2024- Rotimi Olawale, Yuanita Pratiwi 

2022- Bram Hulshoff, Klaus Fonseca Hoeltgebaum, Mesfin A li Abraham 

2021- Jan Fongers 

2019- Tanik Joshipura, Linda Ofori 

2016-21 Harm Zwarts, Knowledge, Networks, and Niches. Dutch agricultural innovation in an 

international perspective, c. 1880-1970 (defended 04 June 2021) 

2013-18 Kleoniki Alexopoulou, An Anatomy of colonial states and fiscal regimes in Portuguese 

Africa: Long-term transformations in Mozambique and Angola, 1850s -1970s 

(defended 04 December 2018) 

2013-18 Katherine Frederick, Deindustrialization in East Africa: textile production in an era 

of globalization and colonization, c. 1830 -1940 (defended 22 May 2018) 

2013-17 Michiel de Haas, Rural livelihoods and agricultural commercialization in colonial 

Uganda: Conjunctures of external influences and local realities  (defended 20 

September 2017, awarded cum laude) 

2013-17 Angus Dalrymple-Smith, A comparative history of commercial transition in three West 

African slave trading economies, 1630 to 1860  (defended 06 September 2017) 

2013-17 Corinne Boter, Dutch Divergence? Women’s work, structural change, and household 

living standards in the Netherlands, 1830-1914 (defended 16 June 2017) 
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Dissertation committees 

 

2025 Mauricio Espinoza, Landed Elites, redistribution’s Pitfalls, and Barriers to 

Development in Peru , Wageningen University (reading and defense committee)  

  

2025 Alexandra Krendelsberger, Conflict or Cooperation? Micro -level Dynamics of Climate 

and Livelihood shocks in Senegal , Wageningen University (reading and defense 

committee) 

 

2025 Alisson Molly Kiniry, An Economic Analysis of East African Unity, 1960 -2000, 

Cambridge University (reading and defense committee)  

 

2024 Rosine Tchatchoua Djomo, Governing Land in Post-war Settings. Land Conflicts, 

Land Reforms, Legal Pluralism, and State Formation in Burundi , Wageningen 

University (reading and defense committee) 

 

2024 Aditi Dixit, Asian Divergence in an Age of Globalisation. Textile Manufacturing, 

Trade, and the State in India and Japan, ca. 1890 -1940 , Utrecht University (reading 

and defense committee) 

  

2024 Anastasia  Chaplitskaya, Rural Dynamics and Sustainable Development in Russia with 

Particular Reference to the Stavropol Territory , Wageningen University (reading and 

defense committee) 

   

2024 Arlinde Vrooman, Here to Heal? The Effect of Colonial Rule on Disease and Health 

Care in Ghana and Côte d’Ivoire: ca. 1900 -1955, University of Groningen 

(reading and defense committee)  

 

2023   Mark van de Water, The road to drain or gain: Dutch private investment and 

economic development in late colonial and early independent Indonesia , Leiden 

University (reading and defense committee) 

 

2022   Koen Leuveld, Risks and opportunities to development in Africa , Wageningen 

  University (reading and defense committee)  

 

2021   Samuel Betteridge, Rethinking the Bengal Connection: Opium Monopoly and  

  Fiscal Capacity in British India, 1862 -1908, London School of Economics  

  (reading and defense committee)  

 

2021   Emelie Rohne Till, Agriculture for Development in the 21 s t Century , Lund  

  University (reading and defense committee ) 

 

2021 Brenda Shenute Namugumya, Beyond paper realities: fostering integrated  nutrition 

governance in Uganda , Wageningen University (reading and defense committee)    
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2020   Peter Hakim Justin, State-Building and Land Conflict in South Sudan ,  

  Wageningen University, (reading and defense committee)    

 

2020   Emiliano Travieso Barrios, Resources, Environment, and Rural Development  

  in Uruguay, 1779-1913, Cambridge University, (reading and defense committee) 

 

2020   Michail Moatsos, Global Absolute Poverty. Present and Past since 1820 ,  

  Utrecht University (reading and defense committee)  

 

2020   Paul Hofman, Development Aid, FDI and Environmental Protection  

   in Africa , Wageningen University (reading and defense committee)  

 

2019   Rosanne de Vos, Oil palms in the rice filed. An ethnography of large -scale  

  land acquisition for oil palm plantation development in West Kalimantan ,  

  Wageningen University (reading and defense committee)  

 

2018 Samuel Jenkin, Foreign Investment in Agricultural Development. The Past of the Present 

in Zambia , Lund University (reading and defense committee)  

 

2017  Tobias Broich, New Actors in the Global Economy: The Case of Chinese Development 

Finance in Africa , Maastricht University (reading and defense committee)  

 

2017  Fadel Ndiame, Planned Development Interventions and Contested Development in the 

Casamance Region, Senegal: An Enquiry into the ongoing struggles for autonomy and 

progress by the Casamance peasantry , Wageningen University (reading and defense 

committee) 

 

2017   Laura Maravall Buckwalter, Essays on Economic Development. Pre -  

  Independent Algeria at the Beginning of the 1900s , Carlos III de   

  Madrid (reading and defense committee)  

 

2017   Jan Duchoslav, The Role of Environmental Shocks in Shaping Prosocial  

  Behavior , Wageningen University (reading and defense committee)  

 

2017   Javier Arnaut, Explorations in Latin American Economic History ,   

  University of Groningen (reading and defense committee)  

 

2016 Mikolaj Malinowski, East of Eden: The Place of Poland in the Little Divergence debate , 

Utrecht University (reading and defense committee)  

 

2016 Nashiru Sulemana, Under the lens of embeddedness: A socio -cultural perspective on 

home-grown school feeding in Ghana , Wageningen University (reading and defense 

committee) 

 

2015 Xu Xiaodong, The Genesis of a Growth Triangle in Southeast Asia.  A study of economic 

connections between Singapore, Johor and the Riau Islands, 1870s – 1970s , Leiden 

University (reading and defense committee)  
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2015 Gonne Beekman, Local Institutions and Rural Development. Evidence from Liberia , 

Wageningen University (reading and defense committee)  

 

2015 Felix Meier zu Selhausen, Women’s Empowerment in Uganda: Colonial Roots and 

Contemporary Efforts, 1894-2012, Utrecht University  (reading committee)  

 

2015 Modesta Medard Ntara, A Social Analysis of Contested Fishing Practices in Lake 
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